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On behalf of Start Proud, we are thrilled to invite you to the 12th Out On Bay 
Street Conference (OOBS). Located in the heart of Downtown Toronto, Out On 
Bay Street is Canada’s largest LGBTQ+ Student Recruitment Conference where 
over 40 corporate partners come together to meet Canada’s top talent, taking 
place on September 14th & 15th, 2018. The Conference gives students from 
all schools and programs the opportunity to meet professionals and recruiters 
from some of the largest employers in Canada, all of whom are looking for the 
top LGBTQ+ talent! Join us, together with over 200 delegates from across the 
country, as we explore the many opportunities and developments in the world 
of business, law and STEM (Science, Tech, Engineering, Math). Attending the 
conference may be the most beneficial learning and professional development 
experience of your post-secondary career.

The 2018 conference will be like no other. You will learn about career paths, 
develop your professional skills, and be exposed to jobs and internship 
opportunities with companies who want you to be you. Get inspired by our 
interactive workshops hosted by powerful luminaries, participate in case 
competitions, and win prizes — all while creating lasting relationships with 
students and professionals from across the country! 
      
Below you will find all the details and sneak previews for what we’ve got in 
store for you at this year’s conference. We look forward to hosting you.

Welcome to Out On Bay Street 2018.
You Belong Here.

Sincerely, 

Kevin Noguera
Vice-President, Out On Bay Street 2018



CONFERENCE CENTRE
The Intercontinental Toronto Centre Hotel
225 Front Street West
5 mins from Union Station

You will step into the lobby of the InterContinental Toronto Centre hotel 
to discover a sophisticated world of modern art and shimmering glass, in 
an unbeatable location in the heart of the Canada’s most populous and 
multicultural city.

The hotel and conference centre is located in the heart of the Financial District, 
steps away from Toronto's (and Canada's) biggest corporate firms, all the 
major banks, and world-famous hotspots like the iconic CN Tower, the TIFF 
Lightbox, the MaRS Discovery District, Maple Leaf Square, RBC Waterpark 
Place, the new Scotiabank Arena, Sugar Beach, and Toronto's waterfront!

We can't wait to welcome you to the InterContinental Toronto Centre Hotel.

If you are travelling from outside the Greater Toronto Area, we offer 
bursaries to offset your travel and accommodations expenses. To learn 

more, check out our Bursaries section on page 10.
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The Out On Bay Street Conference is our 
biggest event of the year, bridging 

the gap between industry and 
young student leaders. From its 
inception, the conference has 
been designed to serve the 
innovative, forward-thinking, 
risk-taking student leaders as 
they progress from the lecture 
hall to the workplace. 

We have partnered with 
Canada’s most inclusive and 

forward-thinking firms who share 
our mindset and objective. Firms who 

want you to be you. At the conference, 
you’ll have a chance to meet representatives from 
our partners and be scouted for internships and 
job opportunities.

The Out On Bay Street Conference aims to shift 
the perspective of the LGBTQ+ professional. We 
don’t want you to just fit in. We want you to be 
you! And we want to show you how to do that 
through practical workshops. Out On Bay Street 
was, is, and will continue to be like a family to the 
professional LGBTQ+ community in Canada. 

Welcome. You Belong Here.

In this day and age, diversity is a 
reality in Canada. It is our greatest 
strength; it is what makes us 
unique. Inclusion, however, is 
a choice — and it can make a 
tremendous impact in people's 
lives.

Inclusion begins by 
acknowledging, respecting, 
and celebrating each other’s 
differences. Inclusion is about 
creating safe spaces for others 
to thrive and achieve their full 
potential. Inclusion means supporting 
and encouraging others to be who they are.

In the past, inclusion has not always been a priority 
in the world of Business, Law, and STEM (Science, 
Tech, Engineering, Math). 

To further your career, you had to be accepted. To 
be accepted, you had to conform. To conform, you 
had to give up your identity. Professionals in the 
LGBTQ+ community community have struggled for 
years to balance the expression of their authentic 
selves with the need to “fit in” to this uniform and 
sometimes hostile environment.

Start Proud has been committed to the 
professional development of LGBTQ+ students as 
they transition into their careers in order to build a 
national network and community. 

“ DIVERSITY IS A REALITY. INCLUSION IS A CHOICE ”

OUR
PHILOSOPHY
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14TH

8:00am
Case & Moot Competitions 
Round #1

12:30pm
Registration    
 
1:30pm
Opening Ceremonies   

2:00pm
Workshops

5:10pm
Break     

5:30pm
Panel #1     
 
6:30pm
Cocktail Reception  

7:30pm
Keynote

9:30pm
Closing Address & Networking

11:00pm
(Unofficial) After Party #1

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15TH

10:00am
Opening Announcements 

10:15am
Career Fair

12:00pm
Lunch    

2:00pm
Workshops     

4:25pm
Break     

4:35pm
Case Competition Round #2

5:35pm
Panel #2    

6:30pm
Cocktail Reception  

7:30pm
Grand Gala    

9:30pm
Closing Ceremony & Networking

11:00pm
(Unofficial) After Party #2 
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PRE-CONFERENCE BOOTCAMP - JULY 19TH, 2018
To prepare you for the conference, we’ve put together a Pre-Conference Bootcamp, 
taking place at McMillan’s office in Downtown Toronto. In this series of skill-building 
workshops, you'll learn how to brush up on your networking skills and edit your 
resumé to impress corporate recruiters! After the workshops, you will have a chance 
to meet and chat with corporate partners and fellow students over drinks and hors 

d'oeuvres during our open floor networking event.

The Pre-Conference Bootcamp is an exclusive event restricted to early birds 
who register before July 18th. To learn more, check out our Registration 

section on page 11.

REGISTRATION

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
SERIES
We are so excited to introduce a line-up 
of influential and trailblazing luminaries, 
each of whom is a champion for the 
LGBTQ+ community in their respective 
fields. You may recall our 2017 Gala 
Keynote Speaker was Brian Mosteller, 
Director of Oval Office Operations for 
President Obama’s administration. We 
have some exciting surprises for you, 
so stay tuned to our social media for 
updates on our Keynote Speaker Series, 
as well as surprise guest performances 
you won’t want to miss!

WOMEN’S PANEL
At the centre of this panel discussion 
is the rise of female leaders and their 
underrepresentation in C-suite and 
leadership roles in business, law, and 
STEM (Science, Tech, Engineering, and 
Math). The Women’s Panel explores the 
fight for gender equality, inclusion and 
equity in the workplace, and women in 
leadership.

TRANS INCLUSIVITY PANEL 
The Trans Inclusivity Panel explores 
the challenges of being a trans person 
in the modern workplace. Panelists 
share personal stories and discuss 
how professionals and members of the 
LGBTQ+ community can support trans 
professionals as they transition and/or 
affirm their identity.

WORKSHOPS
You’ll have an opportunity to attend 
workshops and focus groups led by 
industry leaders in an intimate setting. 
The workshops are held by a wide array 
of industry leaders, from technology 
entrepreneurs to executives from 
Canada’s largest companies. Last year, 
some of our most popular workshops 
included How To Plan For Your Legal 
Career, Design Thinking in Business, A.I. 
and Big Data, Blockchain in Business, 
Legal Writing, Inclusion in HR, Corporate 
Branding: More Than Just A Logo, and 
others. Our workshops cover a broad 
spectrum!

7



COCKTAIL RECEPTION 
NETWORKING SESSIONS                                        
After the workshops, you’ll have a break 
to connect with recruiters and corporate 
representatives over drinks. Evenings have 
been allocated for you to network with 
industry professionals, representatives 
from our corporate partners, and fellow 
students. Remember to bring your 
business cards because this is your 
opportunity to expand your professional 
network and foster valuable relationships.

CAREER FAIR  &   
NETWORKING LUNCH
You won’t want to miss our 2-hour 
interactive Career Fair, where you’ll have 
a chance to meet all of our corporate 
partners in one place and learn about 
exciting work opportunities at their firm. 
After the fair, you’ll get to choose which 
corporate partner you would like to sit with 
during the networking lunch. 

GALA DINNER
The conference will end in a Grand 
Finale Gala held in the Ballroom at the 
InterContinental. Prepare for a night of 
delicious food, drinks, and entertainment 
as you network with the friends you 
made and the recruiters you met. While 
you feast on our exquisite three course 
dinner, the Case Competition winners will 
be announced, and our noteworthy Gala 
speaker will deliver the final keynote. You 
may recall our 2017 Gala keynote was 
delivered by Brian Mosteller, Director 
of Oval Office Operations for President 
Obama’s administration.

Surrounded by the friends you came with, 
the friends you’ve made, and industry 
professionals new to your network, the SO
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Grand Gala will bring the 2018 Out On 
Bay Street Conference to a bittersweet 
end.

AFTER PARTIES 
(UNOFFICIAL* )
Don't forget to join us for the after 
parties! After programming ends for 
each conference day, we will split into 
groups and move to an afterparty venue 
in Toronto's Church-Wellsley LGBTQ+ 
village. Some of us may venture out 
to Toronto's other village, Queer West. 
Don't drink too much - especially if you 
have a case competition the next day! 

* The after parties are not an official 
part of conference programming, and 
we cannot be held liable for activities 

taking place after hours.

SOCIAL MEDIA CONTEST
In 2018, social media plays an ever-
increasing role in professional 
networking. Do you have what it takes 
to advance your social media game? 
Find out by entering our social media 
contests. More details and prizes to be 
announced.

PHOTO OP!
Dress to impress and remember to 
smile! — All conference events will 
feature professional photography and 
videography*. You’ll have a chance to 
tag yourself in our professional photos 
posted after the conference.
 

* Start Proud and Out On Bay Street are 
committed to protecting your privacy. 

No photography or videography will be 
taken without your permission.
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MOOT COURT COMPETITION
The Moot Court competition gives law students 
the chance to improve their legal research, 
analysis, and advocacy skills by preparing a case 
for either the applicant or respondent in a case 
based on real-world scenarios. The competition 
will include submitting a written factum prior to 
the conference and arguing your case in front of a 
panel of judges composed of legal professionals 
from our corporate partner firms. The case 
will focus on issues important to the LGBTQ+ 
community and will be released to teams in mid-
August.

THE CHALLENGE
The goal of the Moot Case is to give law students 
at all stages in their education a chance to apply 
what they are learning in class to a real case. This 
means teams will be responsible for all aspects 
of preparing the case from research to argument. 

WHY SIGN UP?
Participants have the opportunity to apply their 
legal skills to a real legal problem, compete against 
top law students from across Canada, present 
before an esteemed panel of judges, network with 
peers and professionals, and compete for the 
chance to win a $1,000 prize.

REGISTRATION
To enter the Moot Competition, register for the 
Conference, and you will be given the option to 
participate in the the Moot Court Competition. 

Our Moot Court Associate will contact 
teams to confirm their interest. In order 

to promote a diversity of schools 
represented, we reserve the right 

to limit the number of teams 
from any one school during the 
first stage of registration.

BUSINESS CASE COMPETITION
Each year, we partner with an LGBTQ+ focused 
business or nonprofit organization to develop a 
multidisciplinary business case competition. The 
competition provides students an opportunity to 
apply what they have learned in school to a real 
life business case in front of a panel of judges 
comprised of executives from the partner company, 
Start Proud executives, and industry leaders. Not 
only will you learn about a new business and have 
something to add to your resumé — the winning 
team will receive a $1,000 cash prize!

THE CHALLENGE
Teams of three or four will work together to develop 
a strategic plan that addresses current issues an 
organization is facing, drawing from a multitude of 
business areas. The specific case will be released 
one week prior to the conference. When the case 
is released, teams will race to research, draft, and 
present a plan to our panel of judges.

WHY SIGN UP?
You’ll get a chance to apply your problem-solving 
skills to help a real organization, compete against 
students from top schools across Canada, present 
to a panel of corporate and industry-leading 
judges, and network with peers and professionals. 
The winning team will also receive a cash prize of 
$1,000!

REGISTRATION
Registration for the competition takes place via the 
Start Proud Student Portal. To access it and enter 
the competition, register for the Conference 
and you will be given the option to 
participate in the case competition. 
If you want to sign up with your 
friends as a group, make sure 
to write down their names 
and contact info on the form. 
Students are also encouraged 
to sign up as individuals, and 
we can place you on a team.

CASE COMPETITIONS

9
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OUR COMMITMENT
We want LGBTQ+ students to be able to access the Out On Bay Street 
Conference, regardless of their socioeconomic status or location. 
Out On Bay Street and Start Proud are committed to ensuring that 
students across Canada have access to financial support to help 
cover travel and accomodations costs to attend the Conference in 
Toronto.

TRAVEL BURSARIES
We are proud of to offer travel bursaries ranging from $50 to $400, 
based on distance of travel.

ACCOMMODATION BURSARIES
We are also pleased to offer accommodation bursaries ranging 
from $150 to $250, based on your city of origin.

The bursaries are given to attendees during the conference when 
receipts are submitted.

To apply for one of our bursaries, check out the Bursary page on our 
website here:

VISIT OUR BURSARIES WEBSITE

10

http://www.startproud.org/awards/#bursary
http://www.startproud.org/awards/#bursary
http://www.startproud.org/awards/#bursary


CLICK HERE TO
REGISTER NOW

VIA THE STUDENT PORTAL

EARLY BIRD

AVAILABLE UNTIL
JULY 18TH

AVAILABLE UNTIL
AUGUST 17TH

AVAILABLE UNTIL
SEPTEMBER 9TH

REGULAR LAST CALL

• Ticket to the 2018 
OUT ON BAY STREET 
CONFERENCE, including 
Workshops, Panels, 
Keynotes, and more! 

• First access to corporate 
partner JOB BOARDS

• Access to CAREER FAIR

• 4 CATERED MEALS, 
plus snacks and 
beverages

• Priority seating selection 
for RECRUITMENT 
LUNCH (first choice 
of which company you 
would like to sit with)

• Join the BUSINESS 
CASE OR MOOT COURT 
COMPETITIONS

• Exclusive Access to 
PRE-CONFERENCE 
BOOTCAMP

• Chance to attend 
LEADERS TO BE PROUD 
OF Awards Ceremony & 
Reception (with senior 
LGBTQ+ executives)

• PERSONAL RESUMÉ 
REVIEW from the Start 
Proud team

• RESUMÉ SUBMISSION 
to corporate partners

• Ticket to the 2018 
OUT ON BAY STREET 
CONFERENCE, including 
Workshops, Panels, 
Keynotes, and more! 

• Access to corporate 
partner JOB BOARDS 

• Access to CAREER FAIR

• 4 CATERED MEALS, 
plus snacks and 
beverages

• Seating selection for 
RECRUITMENT LUNCH 
(second-tier choice of 
which company you 
would like to sit with)

• Join the BUSINESS 
CASE OR MOOT COURT 
COMPETITIONS

• Ticket to the 2018 
OUT ON BAY STREET 
CONFERENCE, including 
Workshops, Panels, 
Keynotes, and more! 

• Access to corporate 
partner JOB BOARDS 

• Access to CAREER FAIR

• 4 CATERED MEALS, 
plus snacks and 
beverages

70$55$40$

REGISTRATION
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© 2018 OUT ON BAY STREET. PART OF START PROUD | FIER DÉPART
20 BLOOR STREET EAST, PO BOX 757026. TORONTO, CANADA. M4W 3T3.

IMPORTANT DATESSTAY CONNECTED

STARTPROUD

STARTPROUD

OUTONBAYST

ANNUALCONFERENCE@
STARTPROUD.ORG

40+ CORPORATE PARTNERS
LOOKING FOR LGBTQ+ TALENT

MAKE NEW CONNECTIONS
EXPAND YOUR NETWORK

EARLY BIRD DEADLINE
JULY 18, 2018

PRE-CONFERENCE BOOTCAMP EVENT
JULY 19, 2018

CONFERENCE DATES
SEPTEMBER 14-15, 2018

http://www.instagram.com/outonbayst/
http://www.facebook.com/startproud
http://twitter.com/startproud
mailto:annualconference@startproud.org
http://www.facebook.com/startproud
http://twitter.com/startproud
http://www.instagram.com/outonbayst/
mailto:annualconference%40startproud.org?subject=

